Materials and methods
The samplings were taken from various habitats such as mud, sand, rocks, Jania rubens, and Posidonia oceanica at different depths in the years 2000 and 2005; in total, 24 benthic samples were taken at 11 stations ( Figure 1 ). The benthic material at shallow depths (0-5 m) was sampled by using a quadrat frame (20 cm × 20 cm) and randomly by snorkeling, whereas a van Veen grab (0.1 m 2 ) and dredge were used at deeper stations (5-180 m). Three replicates were taken at each grab and quadrat station. Some of the ecological features of the sampling stations are given in Table 1 .
In the field, the sampled material was sieved through a 0.5-mm mesh, and retained material was placed in jars containing a 4% seawater-formalin solution. In the laboratory, the material was sorted according to taxonomic groups under a stereomicroscope and preserved in 70% ethanol. After the molluscs were identified and counted, Soyer's frequency index was calculated for each benthic sample. The systematic classification follows the CLEMAM database (http://www.somali.asso.fr/clemam/index.clemam. html).
The determined species have been stored at the Museum of the Faculty of Fisheries, Ege University (ESFM), İzmir, Turkey.
Results

Faunistic analysis
In the faunistic analysis of the sampled material, a total of 134 molluscan species belonging to 5 classes (Caudofoveata, Polyplacophora, Gastropoda, Bivalvia, and Scaphopoda) and 66 families have been identified. The class Gastropoda was the richest one with 36 families and 81 species, followed by Bivalvia (22 families and 42 species), Polyplacophora (5 families, 8 species), Scaphopoda (2 families, 2 species), and Caudofoveata (1 family, 1 species) (Figure 2 ). The family Rissoidae was represented by the greatest number of species (18 species), followed by Trochidae (11 species), Mytilidae (8 species), Tellinidae (5 species), and Cerithiidae (4 species) ( Figure  3 ). According to the frequency index values, M. costulatus (50%), B. latreillii (42%), B. reticulatum (37%), T. pullus pullus (37%), C. rustica (33%), and R. similis (29%) were the most common species at the stations (Table 2) .
Among the identified molluscs in the present study, L. lithophaga and H. tuberculata lamellosa are endangered or threatened species according to the IUCN Red List and Barcelona/Bern Conventions. The specimens of L. lithophaga (7 ind.) and H. tuberculata lamellosa (2 ind.) were sampled at stations 9 and 10.
New records
The present study resulted in two new records (Septifer cumingii and Mytilaster solidus) for the Turkish Aegean coast (Figures 4 and 5) .
Family MYTILIDAE Rafinesque, 1815 Septifer cumingii Récluz, 1849 (Figure 4 ) Septifer cumingii Récluz, 1849 Material examined: Sta. 10, 1 sp., rocky habitat, 0.1-3 m depth.
Description: Shell light green with pinkish spots, solid, with subtriangular shape, equivalve and inequilateral. Ligament is internal and covers the greater part of the anterodorsal margin. Hinge line with 2-3 large teeth in line of umbo and 4-6 dysodont teeth behind the ligament. Internal margins crenulated. On the shell, towards the posterior, there are numerous bifurcate longitudinal ribs and concentric lines. An available septum on the anterior end.
This species is similar to Brachidontes pharaonis (Fischer, 1870), but it can be easily distinguished from it by its internal septum, which B. pharaonis lacks.
Distribution: Worldwide, the species is distributed in the Indo-Pacific Ocean and the eastern Mediterranean (Oliver, 1992: 48; Scaperrotta et al., 2012: 127) . Along the Turkish coast, the species was previously reported from the Levantine Sea by Albayrak and Çeviker (2001: 297) . Description: Shell solid, subtriangular, rounded posteriorly, and equivalve. Shell brown-yellowish and slightly transparent. Numerous growth lines on the shell causing wrinkled appearance. Hinge line with 2-3 teeth and a series of small teeth on the dorsal margin after the ligament.
Distribution: M. solidus has been reported from the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea (Parenzan, 1974: 62) . It is also known from the Levantine coast of Turkey (Öztürk et al., 2007: 566) .
Discussion
Of the identified species in the present study, Septifer cumingii and Mytilaster solidus are new records for the Turkish Aegean coast. Along the Turkish coast, S. cumingii, which is an alien species in the Mediterranean, was previously reported as Septifer bilocularis (Linnaeus, 1758) from the Levantine coast of Turkey (İskenderun Bay) at a depth of 40 m (Albayrak and Çeviker, 2001 ). Zenetos et al. (2003) later accepted S. bilocularis as a suspicious synonym of S. cumingii, which was later commented on by Albayrak and Çağlar (2006) . The last authors stated that the specimen of S. bilocularis given by Albayrak and Çeviker (2001) belongs to S. forskali Dunker, 1855 (one of the synonyms of S. cumingii). The species is also known from the Greek coast of the Aegean Sea (Zenetos et al., 2011) . The latter authors stated that the specimens of S. cumingii were found on the byssus threads of Dendostrea frons (Linnaeus, 1758) on Astypalaia Island (Aegean Sea). Mytilaster solidus forms dense populations (5000 individuals m -2 ) on the rocky substrates at depths between 0 and 1 m on the Levantine coast of Turkey according to Öztürk et al. (2007) . In recent years, M. solidus has been reported from rocky and algal substrates (0-3 m) in İskenderun Bay by Bitlis-Bakır et al. (2012) . It is also known from the Ionian and Aegean coasts of Greece (Zenetos et al., 2005) .
Until now, 118 alien molluscan species were known to be distributed along the Turkish coasts; 37 of them have been reported from the Turkish Aegean coast (Öztürk et al., 2014) . In the investigated area, only 2 alien species were encountered. Among them, S. cumingii, which is a species of Red Sea origin, is known to be transferred to the Mediterranean via shipping (Çınar et al., 2011) , and the species has a widely distributed population on the Antalya coast (Levantine Sea) (Yokeş et al., 2010) . The other alien species found in the area was Cerithium scabridum, which was previously reported from the area by Aartsen and Kinzelbach (1990) . The species originated in the Indian Ocean and Red Sea and was introduced to the Mediterranean via the Suez Canal (Çınar et al., 2011) . With the records in the present study, the number of mollusc species reported from the Aegean coast of Turkey has increased to 827 species, and the number of alien species, with the report of S. cumingii, has increased to 38 species. There is no doubt that studies carried out along the Aegean coast will contribute to the biodiversity richness of the Turkish coasts in the future. 
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